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Abstract: Focusing on the emergence, dispersion, development and decline of jadeite in the Neolithic
Age in Europe, this paper analyzes the achievements of alpine jadeite of the Neolithic Age studied by
European scholars in the past two decades, and summarizes their geographical distribution range and
types. Taking the large jadeite axes as an object, which were mainly unearthed in Morbihan Bay and
Carnac area during 6 000 BC-3 000 BC, with comprehensive consideration of the influence of Paleo-
lithic technology, the impact of new resources and the evolution of mainstream culture, this paper inter-
prets the reasons for the various shapes and multiple dispersion routes of European large jadeite axes. It
also discusses the functions that the large European jadeite axes can be used as a tribute to worship the
supernatural environment, power mark of elite class and funeral rites. Finally, this paper proposes
three possible reasons for the disappearance of jadeite axes and suggests the future research directions.
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Fig. 1 Six different craft levels on large jade axes (modified after reference [10] )
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Fig. 2 Fifteen types of large jade axes (modified after reference [10] )
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Fig. 3 Neolithic Europe jadeite and other jade axes regional distribution map (modified after reference [19] )
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Fig. 4 Roadmap of Durrington-type jadeite axes (modified after reference [16])
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Table 1 The influence of different cultures on the shape and dispersion of large jadeite axes in Neolithic Age
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